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Bnnual  iReport  of  tbe  tnilcMcal  ©fficer  of  fteaitb 

for  1938-39. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1938, 
and  which  deals  with  Public  Health  Matters  and 
the  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Borough  during 
the  Year  1938. 

Infectious  Disease  during  the  past  year  has 
almost  been  absent.  There  was  one  case  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  one  case  of  Diphtheria  reported 
to  me,  both  cases  were  removed  to  the  Exeter 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  necessary  steps  taken 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  Infection. 

The  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  an  adult, 
and  in  this  case  the  drains  of  the  house  were  very 
defective. 

The  Diphtheria  Clinic  established  in  1937, 
was  again  organised,  and  53  children  were  im- 
munized. There  were  only  13  refusals,  and  some 
of  the  1937  refusals,  I am  glad  to  report,  came 
forward  and  were  done. 

The  children  of  the  Borough,  are  now  well 
protected  against  an  outbreak  and  I am  more 
than  satisfied,  as  to  the  number  of  children  who 
have  been  immunized. 

Influenza  of  a very  mild  type,  made  its  annual 
appearance,  and  I am  glad  to  report,  there  were 
no  deaths  from  this  Disease.  I think  on  the  whole 
the  Milk  supplies  have  maintained  a good  average 
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for  purity,  constant  supervision  and  examination 
of  the  Milk,  no  doubt  has  largely  contributed  to 
this  Factor. 

The  Practice  of  Loca1  Dairymen  milking  out 
the  cows  at  the  Market  on  Saturdays  under  the 
most  filthy  conditions,  has  I think  now  ceased. 
This  milk  was  afterwards  retailed  in  the  Borough. 
Strong  representations  were  made  to  the  men 
concerned,  who  on  the  position  being  explained 
to  them,  readily  agreed  to  stop  the  practice. 

SEWAGE  SYSTEM. 

During  the  year,  the  new  concrete  sewer  was 
completed  and  I have  received  no  complaints  as 
to  pollution  of  the  River  Otter. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

This  has  now  been  practically  completed,  with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  G.  Prolhs  cottages,  which 
are  still  in  a very  dangerous  condition. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  position  of  the  Borough  in  regard  to  Water 
is  serious.  All  last  summer  the  supplies  had  to 
be  curtailed  by  cutting  off  the  supply  at  night, 
and  in  the  very  near  future  we  are  going  to  be  in 
a very  serious  plight,  unless  the  Council  take  steps 
to  increase  the  supplies.  There  are  ample  supplies 
in  the  District,  but  at  the  present  moment,  the 
difficulty  seems  to  be,  to  get  the  Council  to  decide 
on  a supply,  and  the  source  from  which  it  should 
be  taken.  There  is  no  question,  that  the  best 
supply  is  the  Wilmington  one,  and  if  only  a joint 
Scheme  with  the  Rural  District  could  be  brought 
into  being,  we  should  have  ample  supplies  for 
generations  to  come. 
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During  the  year  I carried  out  inspection  of 
the  Honiton  and  District  Steam  Laundry. 

I found  everything  extremely  satisfactory,  and 
the  health  of  the  workers  appeared  good. 

The  average  number  of  Staff  employed  is 
Female  52  and  male  10. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCE. 

Every  year  I have  to  urge  the  provision  of  a 
Public  Convenience,  but  at  present  no  site  has  been 
selected.  With  the  enormous  amount  of  motor 
traffic  through  the  Town,  the  provision  of  accom- 
modation has  become  absolutely  necessary. 


Estimate  of  Population  ....  ....  3,027 


BIRTH  RATE  TABLE. 


Per  1,000 
of  the  Population 


1929 

....  11.6 

1930 

....  13.6 

1931 

....  13.8 

1932 

....  12.5 

1933 

....  12.6 

1934 

....  11.1 

1935 

....  12.1 

1936 

....  12.1 

1937 

....  12.5 

1938 

....  11.2 

No.  of  Births  Registered. 

....  36 

....  42 

....  43 
....  39 
....  42 

....  37 

....  40 
....  39 

....  40 
....  36 


In  1938  the  number  of  Births  registered  was 
36,  a decrease  on  1937,  when  40  Births  were 
registered. 

19  males.  17  females. 

One  illegitimate  Birth  was  registered,  as 
against  0 in  1937. 

Also  4 Still  Births  were  registered. 


DEATH  RATE  TABLE. 


The  number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all 
causes  was  35  as  against  44  in  1937. 

20  males.  15  females. 


1929 

Per  1,000  of 
the  Population 

....  11.6 

No.  of  Deaths 
Registered. 

....  36 

1930 

....  12.3 

....  39 

1931 

....  13.8 

....  43 

1932 

....  16.2 

....  50 

1933 

....  12.9 

....  43 

1934 

....  11.1 

....  39 

1935 

6.7 

....  22 

1936 

9.07 

....  31 

1937 

....  13.7 

....  44 

1938 

....  11.5 

....  35 

Infantile  Mortality. 


Infantile  Mortality  (under  one  year)  shows  2 
deaths  as  compared  with  2 in  1937. 


1929 

....  3 deaths 

1934 

....  3 deaths 

1930 

1 death 

1935 

1 death 

1931 

....  2 deaths 

1936 

....  2 deaths 

1932 

....  2 deaths 

1937 

....  2 deaths 

1933 

1 death 

1938 

....  2 deaths 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

I beg  to  report  that  3 deaths  have  been 
registered  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  1938. 


1929 

....  3 deaths 

1934 

....  2 deaths 

1930 

....  2 deaths 

1935 

....  0 deaths 

1931 

....  5 deaths 

1936 

....  0 deaths 

1932 

....  4 deaths 

1937 

....  2 deaths 

1933 

....  2 deaths 

1938 

....  3 deaths 

7 


Deaths  from 

Cancer. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  registered  were 

3. 

1929  ....  6 deaths 

1934  ... 

4 deaths 

1930  ....  7 deaths 

1935  ... 

3 deaths 

1931  ....  6 deaths 

1936  ... 

3 deaths 

1932  ....  6 deaths 

1937  ... 

7 deaths 

1933  ....  10  deaths 

1938  ... 

• 

3 deaths 

(3).  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 

DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

Disease. 

Total  Admitted 

Notified  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

....  0 

Diptheria 

1 

1 

....  0 

Enteric  Fever 

0 .... 

0 

....  0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 .... 

0 

....  0 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

....  0 

Pneumonia 

1 

0 

....  1 

T uberculosis — 

(a)  Pulmonary 

1 

0 

....  1 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary.... 

0 .... 

0 

....  0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

....  0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 .... 

0 

....  0 

2 other  cases  of  Pul  T.B. 

died,  but  were  notified 

in  previous  year. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  TABLE. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes — 

....  20 

...  15 

Cancer 

....  1 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

3 

Heart  Disease 

....  8 

6 

Other  Circulatory 

1 

2 

Bronchitis  .... 

....  0 

0 

Other  Respiratory 

1 

0 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

....  3 

0 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

....  0 

0 

Suicide  and  Other  Violence 

2 

0 

Other  Defined  Causes 

....  0 

* 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

0 

Diabetes 

....  0 

0 

Nephritis 

1 

0 

• • • • v. 

Premature  Birth 

....  0 

0 

Senility 

....  0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

....  0 

0 

Other  Liver  Diseases 

....  0 

1 

Aneurysm  .... 

1 

0 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 

HEALT 

SERVICES  IN  THE 

URBAN 

AREA. 

Hospitals  Provided  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  County  Council. 


Tuberculosis . — Provided  for  by  the  County 
Council. 

Small  Pox. — do.  do. 

Maternity. — There  is  no  Hospital  provided  for 
Maternity  Work,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Workhouse  Infirmary  at  Honiton. 

Fever. — The  Council  have  a contract  with  the 
Exeter  Sanitary  Authorities  to  take  all  their 
Fever  cases. 

Other  Hospitals. — There  are  no  other  Hospitals 
available  in  the  district,  and  all  cases  have  to  go 
to  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital. 

Unmarried  Mothers. 

There  is  no  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  children,  and  homeless  children,  the 
Workhouse  being  the  only  accommodation  avail- 
able. 
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Ambulance  Facilities. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  the  Ambulance 
belonging  to  the  Exeter  City  Fever  Hospital.  Non- 
Inf  ectious  cases  are  dealt  with  by  an  Ambulance 
financed  by  the  Red  Cross,  and  stationed  at 
Honiton. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  not  provided. 

Child  Welfare  provided  by  the  Local  Com- 
mittee at  Honiton. 

Day  Nurseries  are  not  provided. 

Tuberculosis  provided  by  the  County  Council 
at  Ivybank,  Exeter. 

v/  ' 

Venereal.  Treatment  is  provided  by  the 
Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a whole-time 
official. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a whole-time  official, 
who  is  also  Food  Inspector. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Two  district  Nurses  are  employed  by  the 
Nursing  Association  for  maternity  and  general 
nursing  in  the  home,  with  infectious  cases  excepted. 
There  is  no  provision  made  for  the  nursing  of 
infectious  cases  in  the  home,  and  the  district 
Nurses  are  not  allowed  to  do  this  work, 
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MID  WIVES. 

The  control  and  inspection  of  Midwives  is 
now  undertaken  by  the  County  Council. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Infectious  Diseases  generally  during  the  period  1938. 


Non- Notifiable  Disease.  It  is  rather  difficult 
to  report  on  this,  as  no  statistics  are  available, 
and  the  only  basis  to  work  upon  are  the  reports 
of  absences  from  school  supplied  to  me  by  the 
Head  Teacher. 

Influenza.  This  appears  to  be  a regular 
winter  visitor,  attacks  varying  in  virulency  every 
two  or  three  years.  1938  was  of  a very  mild  type. 

Arrangements  for  Treatment  of  Tubercular 
Patients  who  desire  Sanatorium  treatment  are 
made  by  the  County  Authorities. 


HONITON  WATER  SUPPLY  and  HOUSING. 

Report  of  the  Water  Supply  and  Housing  is 
included  in  the  Surveyor’s  Report  with  analysis 
of  water. 


I have  much  pleasure  in  appending  Mr.  Jones’ 
Report. 
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Hnnual  Report  of  tbe  Sanitary  Jnspector,  1938* 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

T have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  my  report 
for  the  year  1938. 

MATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  was  severely  taxed  during 
1938,  and  we  experienced  a very  serious  shortage, 
which  caused  great  anxiety.  It  was  necessary  to 
have  the  Town  Supply  turned  off  early  each  even- 
ing right  through  the  summer  months,  so  as  to 
allow  the  storage  reservoir  to  gain  during  the  night. 
In  September  the  position  was  so  serious  that  I 
prepared  a special  report  on  the  matter  for  the 
Council  to  consider,  the  present  supply  being 
quite  inadequate. 

Since  1 920  a number  of  mains  have  been  extend- 
ed and  new  private  and  business  properties  sup- 
plied with  Town  water.  During  the  past  18  years 
the  amount  of  “ new  ” water  collected  in  24 
hours  has  been  22,000  gallons,  this  added  to  the 
average  amounted  collected  before  of  64,000 
gallons,  makes  86,000  gallons.  The  average  con- 
sumption is  103,000  gallons  and  so  the  seriousness 
of  the  position  is  easily  seen.  The  Council  have 
considered  my  report  and  have  realized  the  position 
the  town  is  in. 

Water  Springs  have  been  analysed  and  the 
amount  of  water  guaged  and  various  suggestions 
are  before  the  Council.  One  of  the  most  import- 
ant things  to  remember  when  deciding  on  an 
additional  supply  is  that  it  must  be  able  to  supply 
the  higher  levels  of  the  Borough,  giving  constant 
water,  where  at  present,  it  is  impossible. 
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The  inadequate  water  supply  is  one  of  the  most 
urgent  questions  to  be  decided  in  1939  and  it  may 
be  possible  to  consider  a Regional  Scheme  so 
that  villages  in  the  surrounding  District  may  get 
a good  water  supply. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water. 


St.  Gyres  Water  Supply. 

(After  being  filtered). 

NUMBER  OF  BACTERIA. 

Absent  from  Present  in 

Bacillus  Coli  Comminis  ....  50  e.c.  00  c.c. 

Streptococcus  ....  50  c.c.  00  c.c. 

Microbes  developing  colonies  visible  at 
the  end  of  sixty  hours  in  beef  peptone 
gelatin  at  22°  C.  ....  ....230  per  c.c. 

Microbes  developing  as  above  and  caus- 
ing liquefication  of  gelatin  ....  6 per  c.c. 

Microbes  developing  colonies  visible 

at  the  end  of  twenty  four  hours  in 
beef  peptone  agar  at  37°  C.  ....  25  per  c.c. 

Springfield  W ater  Supply. 

(After  being  filtered). 

NUMBER  OF  BACTERIA. 

Absent  from  Present  in 

Bacillus  coli  communis  ....  50  c.c.  00  c.c. 

Streptococcus  ....  ....  50  c.c.  00  c.c. 

Microbes  developing  colonies  visible 

at  the  end  of  sixty  hours  in  beef 
peptone  gelatin  at  22°  C.  ....  45  per  c.c. 

Microbes  developing  as  above  and  caus- 
ing Liquefaction  of  gelatin.  ....  0 per  c.c. 

Microbes  developing  colonies  visible  at 
the  end  of  twenty-four  hours  in  beef 
peptone  agar  at  37u  C ....  6 per  c.c. 

The  Public  Analyst  states  that  the  bacterio- 
logical purity  of  both  samples  is  satisfactory. 
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PRIVATE  WATER  SUPPTIES. 

I have  felt  for  some  time  that  private  water 
supplies  of  Houses  and  Farms,  outside  the  dis- 
tributing area  of  the  Town  water  supply  should 
be  analysed  and  this  has  been  done  during  the 
year.  A large  number  of  samples  were  taken  and 
sent  to  the  public  analyst  for  Bacteriological 
examination.  The  result  was  that  most  of  them 
were  satisfactory  and  only  a small  percentage 
did  not  pass  the  test.  Where  failures  were  rec- 
orded the  owner  was  furnished  with  a copy  of 
the  Analyst's  report  and  in  all  cases  the  matter 
has  been  attended  to  and  put  right.  These  will 
be  sampled  again  later.  Two  wells  were  closed. 
One  owner  being  supplied  with  Town  water  and 
the  other  obtaining  his  supply  from  adjoining 
premises  where  the  supply  was  satisfactory. 

Number  of  Samples 

from  wells  ....  25  Number  satisfactory  20 

Number  of  Samples 

from  Springs  19  Number  satisfactory  13 

Total  ....  44  Total  33 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Inspections  of  drainage  of  House  and  Business 
premises  have  been  made  during  the  year.  New 
drains  have  been  provided  by  Owners  of  proper- 
ties and  these  have  been  constructed  on  modern 
lines. 

A large  section  of  the  old  barrel  brick  sewer  has 
been  replaced  and  sections  of  old  sewers  have  been 
reconstructed  and  rejointed.  According  to  the 
Recording  Charts,  there  has  been  a great  deal 
of  improvement  hi  the  amount  of  water  infiltrat- 
ing into  the  Sewer.  At  a later  date  the  Council 
will  have  to  consider  the  question  of  reconstruct- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  sewers  which  have  not 
now  been  done.  Some  sections  will  have  to  be 
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enlarged  and  some  are  in  a shocking  condition. 
Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  at 
the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  but  although  various 
experiments  have  been  made  the  Analyst’s  report 
on  the  Sewerage  Effluent  is  not  yet  satisfactory. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Progress  has  again  been  made  during  the  year 
in  providing  separate  closet  accommodation  for 

all  dwellings. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

During  the  year  one  case  of  pollution  of  a stream 
was  found.  An  employee  from  a Garage  having 
emptied  oil  into  the  water.  The  Garage  Proprietor 
was  interviewed  and  the  nusiance  abated. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  present  contract  for  the  collection  of  House 
and  Trade  refuse  and  cleansing  the  Highways, 
ends  in  1940.  The  work  during  1938  has  not  been 
satisfactory.  The  contractor  does  not  start  early 
enough  in  the  mornings  with  the  result  that  the 
refuse  is  not  disposed  of  early  enough  to  get  the 
Highways  properly  cleansed.  After  a number  of 
interviews  with  the  contractor,  I reported  the 
matter  to  my  Public  Health  Committee  who  also 
interviewed  the  contractor  and  there  has  been 
an  improvement  in  doing  the  work. 

I feel  that  the  scavanging  will  never  be  done 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council  and  myself 
until  it  is  done  by  the  Council’s  employees  and 
the  letting  of  the  contract  ceases.  The  cost  of 
the  work  would  probably  be  a little  more  but  the 
work  would  be  done  satisfactorily. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  the  Rubbish  Dp 
by  controlled  tipping. 
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I am  very  glad  to  report  that  at  last  my  Council 
have  passed  a Resolution  under  Section  75  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  requiring  occupiers  of 
all  dwellings,  within  the  Borough,  to  provide  a 
covered  sanitary  dustbin.  Notices  have  been 
sent  to  all  Householders  to  this  effect. 

SHOPS. 

All  Shops  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  the 
sanitary  arrangements  have  been  found  to  be 
in  order. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  of  any  smoke 
nuisance. 

SWIMMING  BATH  AND  POOLS 

A part  of  the  River  Otter  is  still  used  by  the 
General  Public  for  bathing,  this  is  not  at  all 
desirable  but  until  a swimming  Bath  is  available 
there  is  no  alternative.  The  Council  now  own 
the  swimming  pool  recently  owned  by  Allhallows 
School.  This  was  constructed  for  the  use  of  the 
boys  but  is  too  small  to  be  used  as  a general 
swimming  pool.  To  be  used  as  such,  it  would  need 
to  be  enlarged  and  a water  cascade  and  chloriniza- 
tion  and  sterilization  plants  installed.  May  we 
look  forward  to  the  provision  of  an  up-to-date 
swimming  pool  in  the  near  future. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  complaint  has  been  received  and  no  action 
has  been  necessary  during  the  year  for  the  eradica- 
tion of  bed  bugs,  either  from  Council  Houses  or 
privately  owned  Houses. 

The  Council  Houses  are  inspected  by  a sub- 
committee and  strong  action  has  always  been 
taken  against  a dirty  Tenant. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  the  Private  and 
Elementary  Schools  are  kept  in  a clean  condition. 
The  premises  and  the  sanitary  conveniences  at 
the  Elementary  Schools  have  been  condemned. 
New  Schools  are  to  be  built  and  these  will  have 
the  latest  equipment  and  a modern  system  of 
drainage  and  sanitary  conveniences.  The  con- 
tract, for  the  new  Schools,  has  been  accepted  by 
the  County  Authorities. 


MILK,  DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

A regular  quarterly  inspection  is  made  of  the 
Milkshops,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  and  the  premises 
and  utensils  are  kept  very  clean  and  with  a very 
few  exceptions  the  production  of  the  milk  is  done 
in  a very  hygienic  manner.  Some  farms  have 
mechanical  milkers,  and  modern  sterilization  plants 
and  on  the  whole  the  producer  is  coming  to  realize 
the  importance  of  producing  clean  milk.  Samples 
of  milk  to  be  tested  for  cleanliness  and  for  tuber- 
culosis are  taken  weekly  and  the  results  show 
the  milk  to  be  generally  of  a high  standard  and  the 
cows  appear  to  be  free  from  tuberculsosis.  There 
have  been  a few  failures  of  milk  on  the  cleanliness 
test  but  following  an  interview  with  the  Farmer, 
the  next  sample  is  usually  up  to  the  standard. 


Progress  is  still  being  maintained  in  the  number 
of  producers  under  the  milk  (Special  Designation) 
Orders  1923  and  1936.  The  Producers  will  soon 
realize  that  the  only  milk  to  be  supplied  is  Tuber- 
culin Tested,  Accredited  and  Pasturized. 


Milk  Producers  coming  under  the  Order  are  : — 


Tuberculin  Tested,  pro-\  . 
duced  in  the  Borough  / 


Tuberculin  Tested,  pro- 
duced outside  Borough  - 
but  retailed  within  it 


6 


Accredited  Milk,  pro-1 
duced  in  the  Borough  / 


Accredited  Milk,  pro- 
duced outside  Borough  - 
but  retailed  within  it 


1 


5 
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One  Retailer  was  interviewed  by  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  he  had  purchased  his  milk 
from  a producer  who  had  been  removed  from  the 
Register  of  Retailers  about  two  years  previously. 
As  long  as  the  Retailer  purchased  his  milk  from 
this  supply  the  samples  taken  from  him  failed 
the  cleanliness  test.  The  Committee  advised  the 
Retailer  to  secure  his  milk  supply  elsewhere, 
this  he  did  but  the  producer  is  still  allowed  to  send 
his  milk  to  the  Factory.  Legislation  is  urgently 
needed  so  that  milk  failing  in  the  tests  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  be  sold  either  retail  or  wholesale. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD. 

Butcher's  Shops,  Stalls,  Slaughterhouses,  Lairs 
and  Food  Stores  have  all  been  regularly  inspected 
and  the  premises  have  been  found  to  be  very  clean 
and  well  kept,  no  action  of  any  kind  has  been 
necessary.  The  quality  of  the  meat  has  been 
excellent.  The  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
will  be  welcomed  by  the  Public  Health  Administra- 
tors and  Officials,  for  the  Legislation  dealing  with 
this  aspect  of  Public  Health  had  become  cumber- 
some and  complicated.  The  new  Act  is  an  im- 
provement on  the  present  position,  but  the  oppor- 
tunity might  have  been  taken  of  enlarging  upon 
the  work  of  consolidation. 

The  amendment  of  Licensing  rules  on  Slaughter 
houses  gave  a greater  control,  but  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  no  advance  was  made  in  the  com- 
pensation rules  towards  making  the  arrival  of 
Public  Abattoirs  nearer. 

In  connection  with  the  registration  of  premises 
under  Section  14  (Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream,  etc),  a 
standard  or  code  should  be  issued  for  the  guidance 
of  local  Authorities,  otherwise  varying  standards 
will  be  adopted  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  all  Factories 
and  Workshops  and  these  have  been  found  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  and  all  the  information 
has  been  obtained  under  the  Factory  Act,  1937, 
which  came  into  force  on  July  1st,  1938.  Certi- 
ficates have  been  issued  as  to  the  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire  and  provision  has  been  made  for  all 
modern  sanitary  conveniences,  drinking  water 
and  washing  facilities.  The  employees  should 
benefit  from  all  these  arrangements  made  for  their 
comfort. 

No  rag  flock  is  manufactured  in  the  Borough. 

HOUSING 

Old  Cottage  property  is  still  being  repaired  and 
made  fit  for  habitation  but  often  so  much  has  to 
be  done  to  make  these  cottages  habitable  that  the 
cost  exceeds  the  value  of  the  property  and  demo- 
lition is  the  only  thing. 

The  Council  will  have  to  consider  the  erection 
of  more  Houses  on  the  land  available  to  make  pro- 
vision for  tenants  to  be  taken  from  old  cottage 
property  which  has  been  or  will  soon  be  condemned. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 
IN  THE  BOROUGH,  AND  THE  WORK  OF 
THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Plans  passed  during  the  year.: — 

New  Dwellinghouses  ....  ....  ....  5 

Shops  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Garages  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Subsidy  houses  completed  during  the  year  Nil 
Houses  still  needed  for  the  working  classes, 
so  as  to  clear  the  Slum  Areas 
Houses  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation 


30 

22 
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Houses  for  working  classes  built  during  the 


year  : — 

By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  Nil 

Private  Effort  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Total  by  Local  Authority  ....  ....  136 

Closing  Orders  made  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Houses  closed  ....  ....  ....  17 

Cases  of  overcrowding  ....  ....  4 


Drains  and  Drainage. 

Drains  tested 
Drains  condemned 
New  W.C.’s  erected 
W.C.’s  pedestals 
,,  Flushing  cisterns 
,,  Pail  Closets 
,,  Drains  laid 
,,  Gullies  .... 

,,  Urinals  .... 


Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

Articles  of  Clothing  and  Bedding  disinfected  5 

„ „ ,,  „ destroyed  Nil 

Cases  removed  to  Isolation  Hosptial  ....  2 

„ „ Sanatorium  ....  ....  Nil 

Houses  disinfected  for  ordinary  infectious 

disease  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Disinfected  for  Tuberculosis  ....  ....  3 

„ ,,  Verminous  Condition  ....  Nil 


25 

4 

39 

39 

46 

1 

25 
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Milk  and  Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  or  dairymen  on  register 

at  the  end  of  the  year  ....  ....  46 

No.  registered  as  producer-retailers  ....  6 

No.  of  Inspections  ....  ....  ....  24 

No.  registered  as  producer- wholesaler  ....  30 

No.  of  Inspections  ....  ....  ....  120 

No.  registered  as  producer- wholesaler  and 

retailer  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

No.  of  Inspections  ....  ....  ....  8 

No.  registered  as  retailer  only  ...  ....  8 

No.  of  Inspections  ....  ....  ....  32 

No.  of  Cowsheds  with  ( a ) Impervious  floors  30 
„ „ ,,  (b)  Defective  Floors  6 

,,  „ ,,  (c)  Unsatisfactory  .... 

drainage  ....  3 

„ „ > j (d)  Bad  lighting  ....  Nil 

,,  „ „ (e)  Bad  ventilation  Nil 

„ ,,  ,,  (/)  Unsatisfactory 

Water  Supply  Nil 
No . of  Dirty  walls  of  cowsheds  ....  ....  14 

No.  of  dirty  walls  of  Dairies  ....  ....  1 


Samples  of  Milk  Examined 

No.  tested  for  Adulteration  14  Satisfactory  14 

No.  tested  for  Cleanliness  69  Satisfactory  47 

No.  tested  for  Tuberculosis  19  Satisfactory  19 

Number  of  Inspections  made  during  the  Year. 

No.  of  Visits  to  Houses  ....  ....  120 

,,  ,,  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  5 

,,  „ Food  Inspection  ....  70 

,,  „ Refuse  Tip  ....  ....  104 

„ ,,  Sewage  Disposal  Works  ....  104 


Nuisances 


Obstructed  Drains 
,,  Gullies 

„ W.C/s 

„ Sewers 

Defective  Sink  Wastes 
„ Spouting 

„ Sanitary  Receptacles 

„ Urinals 

,,  W.C.  Flushing  Cisterns 

,,  Pail  Closets 

Offensive  Accumulation 
Informal  Notices  Served 
Informal  Notices  complied  with  .... 
Statutory  N otices  served 
Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

Schools 

No.  of  Schools  in  the  District  : — 

Public 

Private 

No.  of  Schools  found  defective 
No.  of  visits  to  schools  .... 

Slaughterhouses. 

No.  of  Slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough 

Registered 

Licensed 

Public 

No.  of  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  .... 

No.  of  Dirty  Walls  of  Slaughterhouses 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

and 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

589 

105 

2204 

2237 

Number  inspected 

530 

90 

2000 

2200 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis 

Whole  carcases  condem- 
ned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tu- 
berculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condem- 
ned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Visits  paid  to  Butchers’  Shops  and  Burchers' 
Stalls 

Other  F ood  Shops  and  Stores 

1.  Factories  Inspection. 


30 

TO 


Premises. 

N 

umber  of 

a) 

Inspec- 

tion 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occu- 

pier’s 

prose- 

cuted 

(4) 

P'actories  with  Mechanical 
Power 

62 

‘> 

«> 

Nil 

Factories  without  Mechanical 
Power 

26 

2 

Nil 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises). 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

94 

5 

Nil 
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Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

(i) 

Numb 

er  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

defects 

in 

respect 

of 

which 

Prose- 

cu- 

tions 

were 

instit- 

uted 

(5) 

Found 

(2) 

Remed- 

died 

(3) 

Referr- 
ed to 
H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(4) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (SI) 

3 

3 

— 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

Nil 

— 



Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S3) 

I 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S4) 

2 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

Floor  (S6) 

insufficient 

1 

1 

- — - 

Nil 

Sanitary 

Unsuitable 

Conveniences 

y or  defective 

I 

1 

— 

Nil 

(S7) 

not  separ- 

ate  for 

/ 

sexes 

Nil 

— 

— 

Nil 

Other  Offences 

59 

Nil 

59 

Nil 

Total 

67 

5 

62 

— 
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Offences  under  Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bake- 
houses and  other  offences  excluding 
offences  relating  to  outworkers  and 
offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  schedule  of  the  Ministry  of  Health Nil 

Factories  and  Workshops  (Transfer  of 

Powers)  Order,  3923  ....  ....  Nil 


HOUSING 

Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwellinghouses  in- 

spected for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts).  93 

(. b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ....  ....  ....  93 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  and  1932 ....  93 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ....  ....  ....  93 

(3)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  found  to  be 

in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ....  ....  ....  13 

(4)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  r...  ....  22 
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Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  Dwellinghouses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consquence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authorities 
or  their  officers.  ....  ....  58 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the 
Year : — 

[a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and 

16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ....  Nil 

(1)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing repairs 

(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of 
Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners.  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  res- 

pect of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  Nil- 

(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  ser- 
vice of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  Nil 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  Owners  ....  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect 
of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 
made  ....  ....  ....  Nil 


(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  dem- 
olished in  pursuance  of  demo- 
lition orders  ....  ....  17 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Sections  ] 2 of  the 
Housing  Acts,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room  hav- 
ing been  rendered  fit  ....  ....  Nil 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ....  ....  4 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  4 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  22 

( b ) Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ....  1 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  ....  1 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in 

such  cases  ....  ....  ....  4 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwell- 

ing-houses have  again  become  over- 
crowded after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps,  for  the  abate- 
ment of  overcrowding ....  Nil 

Camping  Sites 

(1)  The  number  of  sites  in  the  area  which 
were  used  for  camping  purposes 
during  1938 ....  ....  1 
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(2)  The  number  of  camping  sites  in  respect 

of  which  Licences  have  been  issued 
by  the  Local  Authority  under 
Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936 ....  ....  1 

(3)  The  estimated  maximum  number  of 

campers  resident  in  the  area  at 
one  time  during  the  summer 
Season  1938 ....  ....  60 

J.  W.  Jones,  m.i.m.,  and  c.y.e.,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

Borough  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DUNCOMBE  STEELE-PERKINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 
Honiton  Borough  Council. 
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